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Outline for Article 13: Techniques of Neutralization by Gresham M. Sykes and David Matza 
I. Introduction 
A. Social scientists have identified that behavior is learned through social interactions. 
B. Law-abiding individuals are usually accorded respect from the juvenile delinquent. 
C. There is a clear line between the persons that juvenile delinquents can victimize and those they cannot.
D. It has not been established whether juvenile delinquents are immune to the social order requirements of conformity. 

II.  Denial of Victim 
A. The insistence that individual actions are not morally wrong according to the circumstances neutralizes the moral indignation despite the deviant actions resulting in harm or injury. 

III.  The Condemnation of Condemners 
A. Condemnation of the condemners can be used as a technique of neutralization 
B. The focus of the delinquent shifts from their actions to condemning the behavior and motives of those who do not approve of their behavior. 

IV. The Denial of Responsibility 
A. The delinquent assumes no responsibility for their deviant actions.

V. The denial of Injury 
A. The delinquent tends to differentiate their actions as illegal but not immoral. 

VI.  Appeal to Higher Loyalties 
A. sacrificing the demands of the whole society for small group demands can be a way of neutralizing external and internal social controls. 
B. Deviation from some social norms is expected when the individuals find some norms to be more pressing or are associated with a higher loyalty. 
C. A common human problem is associated with the dilemma in claims of friendship and the demands of the law 
D. Accounting for delinquent behavior from juveniles always results in feelings of shame and guilt. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Outline for Article 15: A General Theory of Crime by Michael R. Gottfredson and Travis Hirschi 
I. Self-Control and Alternative Concepts 
A. The classical theory of crimes explains that people engage in crime due to their differences in self-control
B. The theory does not consider individual differences in vulnerability to temptations. 
C. The concept of criminality can be a favorable alternative to the concept of explaining crime. 
D. The concept of conscience is considered to be more related to self-control than the theory of criminality. 

II. The Elements of self-control 
A. Responding to stimuli from the immediate environment is a major characteristic of people with low self-control.
B. Deviant behavior provides a cheap way of gratifying individual desires. 
C. People with low self-control tend to be physical, active as well as lovers of adventure.
D. Crime results in low benefits which result to poor relationships in people with low self-control
E. People with low self-control do not have value or skills as crimes require little skills to commit. 
F. Low self-control promotes tolerance to hurt and violence 

III. Manifestations of low elf control 
A. Manifestations of low self-control include noncriminal acts related to crime like alcohol or drug use
B. Different aspects of low self-control contribute to versatility in the crimes committed
C. Manifestation of low self-control is related to repetitions of the crimes committed. 
D. Antisocial personality

IV. Causes of Low Self-control 
A. Lack of a social group from which an individual would change their low-self control 
B. Lack of well-established long-term goals 
C. Subsequent crime involvement can be predicted by love for adventure, low intelligence, and high level of activity 
D. Incomplete or inefficiency in socialization  

V. Effects of Child-Rearing on Self Control 
A. Ineffective child-rearing is a major cause of low-self control 
B. Poor upbringing or child neglect is the primary cause of delinquent behavior 
C. Parents influence a child’s low self-control through 
1.  Poor childcare 
2. Lack of time to monitor child behavior 
3. Parents who monitor but don’t recognize the behavior 

VI. Parental attachment to the child 
A. Involves concern of the parent on the child’s behavior and welfare as part of success in child-rearing. 

VII. Supervision by the parent 
A. Supervision of a child by the parent promotes self-control by teaching what is right or wrong

VIII. Recognizing deviant behavior 
A. Supervision should allow the parent to identify wrong behavior when it occurs

IX. Punishment of Deviant Behavior  
A. Sanctions are necessary for controlling deviant behavior 
B. Punishment should not be too lenient or too harsh 

X. The criminality of the Parent 
A. Children of offenders are unusually vulnerable to crime 
B. Subsequent low self-control in a child can result from low self-control of the parent 
C. 
